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letter by addressing himself to Reichs-
kommissar Lohse. Originally, wrote
Wetzel, it had been intended to send
25,000 Jews to Minsk. Because of
transport difficulties, the project could
not be carried out. As for Janetzke,
Wetzel requested that the Stadtkom-
missar be instructed to heed official
channels in tf &

Although the controversy was now
over, Kube insisted on a last word.
Writing to Lohse, he pointed out that
had Janetzke used official channels, he
not only would have been within his
rights but would have done his duty.®

While the mobile killing units were
interested only in concentrating the
Jews so that the second sweep could

be facilitated, the military and civilian
administrations decided to exploit the

situation while it lasted. Hence eco-

nomic measures, both labor utilization
and proper nfiscation, became an
important aspect of the intermediary
stage. Economic exploitation was not
the exclusive task of the army groups
and the Reich Ministry for Eastern Oc-
cupied Territories. We shall therefore
have to look briefly at a few other
agencies: the Wirtschaftsinspektionen
(“economy inspectorates”) and the
Riistungsinspektionen (“armament in-
spectorates” ).

Over-all economic control in the mili-
tary areas was placed into Goring’s
hands. To carry out his task, the Reichs-
marschall formed a policy staff, the
Wirtschaftsfiihrungsstab Ost (“Economy
Leadership Staff East”). Goring himself
headed the organization. The deputy
was Staatssekretir Korner (Office of
the Four-Year Plan). Other members
included Staatssekretire Backe and
Neumann (also of the Office of the
Four-Year Plan) and General Thomas,
wMOKW{Wi Rii

37. Wetzel to Reichskommissar, January
16, 1942, Occ E 3-37.

38. Kube to Lohse, February 6, 1942, Occ
E 3-37.

(Armed Forces High Command,/Econ-
omy-Armament Office).*® In the field,
the policies of the Wirtschaftsfiihrungs-
stab Ost were carried out by another
staff, the Wirtschaftsstab Ost (“Econ-
omy Staff East”), headed by General-
leutnant Schubert.?* The regional ma-
chinery of the Wirtschaftsstab Ost con-
sisted of three Wirtschaftsinspektionen
— one with each army group. Each in-
spectorate was subdivided territorially
into Wirtschaftskommandos (“economy
commands”).

Originally it was intended that Gor-
ing have plenary economic control in
the entire occupied territory (military
areas and civilian Reichskommissariate
alike);* that arrangement, however,
hurt the sensibilities of the newly ap-
pointed Reichsminister Rosenberg. The

functions of the economy inspectorates
areasi.“L}BIe the Rosenberg machinery
was given a free hand to regulate gen-

eral economic matters (finance, labor,
agriculture) in the Kommissariate. Like
all other regional potentates, however,
Rosenberg had no control over war con-
tracts placed in his territory. The con-

tinuous s%pgrli_sio_no_f_w_g_r_pmdumon
contracted for by the German Army,
Navy, or Air Force was the function of
the Riistungsinspektionen, which be-
longed  to %Eneral Thomas of the
OKW/Wi Rii.*2

Table 43 summarizes the basic eco-
nomic jurisdictions in the East. From

39. Von Liidinghausen (Dresdner Bank) to
Dr. Rasche (Dresdner Bank), July 20, 1941,
NI-14475. Decree by Goring, July 30, 1941,
Wi/ID .240,

40. Decree by Goring, July 30, 1941,
Wi/ID .240. ——

41. Directive by OKH/GenQu (signed
Wagner) (60 copies), May 16, 1941, NOKW-
3335. Von Liidinghausen to Dr. Rasche, July
20, 1941, NI-14475.

42. For precise functions of the armament
inspectorates in the Rosenberg territories, see
decree by Thomas, July 25, 1941, Wi/ID
.240; decree by Goring, August 25, 1942,
Wi/ID 2.205.
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this chart it should now be apparent
why the economy inspectorates in the
dealt_with all economic

military area

measures _against _Jews, whereas the

ament inspectorates i
drea were concerned only with forced
labor tions i

i from war con-

no meat but that they could receive
a maximum of two pounds of bread,
two and a half pounds of potatoes, and
one and a half ounces of fat per week.**
Lohse’s “provisional _directives” pro-
vided that Jews would receive only
whatever the rest of the population
could do without, but in no case more

TasrE 43 / Economic Jurisdictions in the East
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General Economy War Contracts

Rosenberg OKW/WI Rii
Offices Gen. Thomas

Rii In Ri In
Ostland  Ukraine

Armament Commands
(Riistungskommandos )

MILITARY AREA

Wirtschaftsfiihrungsstab Ost
Goring

|
Wirtschaftsstab Ost
Glt. Schubert
(succeeded by Gen. d. Inf. Stapf)
I

I |
Wi In Wi In Wi In

North Center South
|
o el
Economy IV Wi Sections
Commands (with armies,
corps, and
divisions )

The economic measures against Jews
comprised starvation, forced labor, and
confiscations of property. So far as the
German bureaucrats were concerned,
the measure which gave rise to the
least difficulty was the prescription of
a starvation diet.

In the military area the Wirtschafts-
stab Ost ordered that Jews receive half
the rations allotted to people who did

no work worth mentioning.” This
meant that the Jews were entitled to

43. In their internal organization, economy
inspectorates were quite different from arma-
ment inspectorates. The economy inspector-
ates and commands were organized into sec-
tions dealing with economy, labor, agricul-
ture, finance, etc. The armament inspectorates
and commands were organized into a central
section and three sections designated “Army,”
“Navy,” and “Air Force.”

than was sufficient for scanty nourish-
ment.** The food rationing problem was
thus easily solved — Jews simply did
not have to eat. More difficult, how-

ever, was the question of labor utiliza-

tion, for Jews did have to work.

To understand the role of Jewish
labor in the newly occupied territories,
we should examine in particular that
early period of the occupation when
the Germans first organized eastern

production. The Wirtschaftsstab Ost

planned to make maximum use of the
productive capacity of the new areas,

44. Instructions by Wirtschaftsstab Ost/
Fiihrung Ia, November 4, 1941, PS-1189. The
Jewish diet was the same as the allottment
for children. ;

45. Lohse to Generalkommissare in Ost-\
land, August 8,_1941, NG-4815—




Anmerkung aus dem Handexemplar der IfZ-Historiker, offensichtlich in der F
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zu Hilbergs il der immer radikal
Polen: "Hitler war entscheidend".
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The concentration was carried out with
ioioeh more Arastic dikguich Wiaii Hed
Mﬂm_mm_hmt
region. The newly occupied Polish
territory ‘was, in fact, an area of ex-
perimentation. Within a short time the
machinery of destruction in Poland
overtook and outdid the bureaucracy
in Berlin.

There were three reasons for this
development. One is to be found in
the personnel composition of the Ger-
mﬁn?@h@%@]aﬁd. As we
shall see, that administration had a
large number of party men in its ranks.
It was less careful, less thorough, less
“bureaucratic” than the administration
in the Reich. |

Another, more important reason for
the unhesitating action in the East was
@}g%g@;wme and
of the Polish Jew. In German eyes a
Pole naturally was lower than a Ger-
man and a Polish Jew lower (if such a
thing was possible) - than a German
Jew. The Polish Jew was on the bot-
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234 / The Destruction of the European Jews

letter by addressing himself to Reichs-
kommissar Lohse. Originally, wrote
Wetzel, it had been intended to send
25,000 Jews to Minsk. Because of
transport difficulties, the project could
not be carried out. As for Janetzke,
Wetzel requested that the Stadtkom-
missar be instructed to heed official
channels in the future.??

Although the controversy was now
over, Kube insisted on a last word.
Writing to Lohse, he pointed out that
had Janetzke used official channels, he
not only would have been within his
rights but would have done his duty.*®

While the mobile killing units were
interested only in concentrating the
Jews so that the second sweep could
be facilitated, the military and ecivilian
administrations decided to exploit the
situation while it lasted. Hence eco-
nomic measures, both labor utilization
and property confiscation, became an
important aspect of the intermediary
stage. Economic exploitation was not
the exclusive task of the army groups
and the Reich Ministry for Eastern Oc-
cupied Territories. We shall therefore
have to look briefly at a few other
agencies: the Wirtschaftsinspektionen
(<economy-—inspectorates™) and the
Riistungsinspektionen (= i

Over-all economic control in the mili-
tary areas was placed into Goring’s
hands. To carry out his task, the Reichs-
marschall formed a policy staff, the
Wirtschaftsfiihrungsstab Ost (=

i *¥. Goring himself
headed the organization. The deputy
was Staatssekretir Korner (Office of
the Four-Year Plan). Other members
included Staatssekretire Backe and
Neumann (also of the Office of the
Four-Year Plan) and General Thomas,

who was chief of the OKW/Wi Rii
_’_/_—""—*

37. Wetzel to Reichskommissar, January
16, 1942, Occ E 3-37.
38. Kube to Lohse, February 6, 1942, Occ

| E 3-37.

(Armed-Forces High-Command tEeon-
omy-Armament Office).* In the field,
the policies of the Wirtschaftsfiihrungs-
stab Ost were carried out by another
staff, the Wirtschaftsstab Ost {(<Econs.
, headed by General-
leutnant Schubert.** The regional ma-
chinery of the Wirtschaftsstab Ost con-
sisted of three Wirtschaftsinspektionen
— one with each army group. Each in-
spectorate was subdivided territorially
into Wirtschaftskommandos $~eeenemy~

Originally it was intended that Gor-
ing have plenary economic control in
the entire occupied territory (military
areas and civilian Reichskommissariate
alike);*' that arrangement, however,
hurt the sensibilities of the newly ap-
pointed Reichsminister Rosenberg. The
functions of the economy inspectorates
were therefore confined to the military
areas, while the Rosenberg machinery
was given a free hand to regulate gen-
eral economic matters (finance, labor,
agriculture ) in the Kommissariate. Like
all other regional potentates, however,
Rosenberg had no control over war con-
tracts placed in his territory. The con-
tinuous supervision of war production
contracted for by the German Army,
Navy, or Air Force was the function of
the Riistungsinspektionen, which be-
longed to General Thomas of the
OKW/Wi Ri.#2

Table 43 summarizes the basic eco-
nomic jurisdictions in the East. From
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39. Von Liidinghausen (Dresdner Bank) to
Dr. Rasche (Dresdner Bank), July 20, 1941,
NI-14475. Decree by Goring, July 30, 1941,
Wi/ID .240.
40. Decree by Goéring, July 30, 1941,
Wi/ID .240.
41. Directive by OKH/GenQu (signed
Wagner) (60 copies), May 16, 1941, NOKW-
% 3335. Von Liidinghausen to Dr. Rasche, July
| 20, 1941, NI-14475.
| 42. For precise functions of the armament
inspectorates in the Rosenberg territories, see
decree by Thomas, July 25, 1941, Wi/ID
| .240; decree by Goring, August 25, 1942,
' Wi/ID 2.205.

| “Navy,” and “Air Force.”
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this chart it should now be apparenté’ no meat but that they could receive

w%x)_r the economy inspectorates in the
military area dealt with all economic

measures against Jews, whereas the |

armament inspectorates in the civilian
area were concerned only with forced

labor questions arising from war con-
tracts,#

)@ maximum of two pounds of bread,
/ two and a half pounds of potatoes, and
one and a half ounces of fat per week,
Lohse’s “provisional directives” pro-
‘vided that Jews would receive only
“whatever the rest of the population
‘could do without, but in no case more
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Rosenberg

OKW/WI Rii
Offices e

Gen. Thomas
l
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. Wirtschaftsfiihrungsstab Ost

Goring
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l
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conomy IV Wi Sections
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The economic measures against Jews
comprised starvation, forced labor, and
confiscations of property. So far as the
German bureaucrats were concerned,
the measure which gave rise to the
least difficulty was the prescription of
a starvation diet,

In the military area the Wirtschafts-
stab Ost ordered that Jews receive half
Ehe rations allotted to people who did
no work worth mentioning.”  This
meant that the Jews were entitled to

; : 43. In their internal organization, economy

| Inspectorates were quite different from arma-

| ment inspectorates. The economy inspector- |
ates and commands were organized into sec-

| tions fiealing with economy, labor, agricul-

| ture, finance, etc. The armament inspectorates

| and commands were organized into a central

section and three sections designated “Army,”

45. Lohse tq seneralkommissare in @
| land, August 41. NG: 48131 1l n Ui

than was sufficient for scanty nourish-
ment.** The food rationing problem was

thus easily solved — Jews simply did
not have to eat. More difficult, how-
ever, was the question of labor utiliza-
tion, for Jews did have to work.

To understand the role of Jewish
labor in the newly occupied territories
we should examine in particular thai‘
early period of the occupation when
the Germans first organized eastern
production. The Wirtschaftsstab Ost
planned to make maximum use of the
productive capacity of the new areas,

44. Instructions by Wirtschaftsstab Ost
Fiih'rung 'Ia, November 4, 1941, PS-1189, Thé
Jewish diet was the same as the allottment
for children.




